The "no-reflow" phenomenon refers to diminution of perfusion in the microcirculation despite restitution of perfusion in the macrovascular supply by relief of epicardial coronary artery occlusion. We have previously described death of vascular cells (vascular rhexis) following persistent coronary occlusion. The present study was designed to determine whether transitory ischemia can initiate vascular rhexis in the coronary microcirculation that can contribute to "no-reflow" and late negative left ventricular (LV) remodeling.
